
REQUIRED IDENTIFICATION
Before being admitted to test on test day, you are required to present both:

Your printed ACT admission ticket

AND

Acceptable identification

For a complete list of acceptable forms of identification, visit www.actstudent.org.
If you fail to bring your required identification you will not be allowed to test.

TALENT SEARCH 
INSTRUCTIONS

2016l2017

Congratulations on being part of a talent search program and taking the ACT® test.
Information regarding your participation in the talent search and taking the ACT is
summarized in this document.

TEST OPTIONS
n The ACT (no writing) is made up of four multiple-choice tests in English, mathematics,
reading, and science.

n The ACT with writing includes the four multiple-choice tests plus a 40-minute 
writing test.

Note: You are not required to take the writing test to participate in the talent search.
However, if you would like to take the writing test, please contact ACT Student Services
before the late registration deadline for your requested test date.

ACT ADMISSION TICKET
n Prior to the test date you chose, ACT will mail you an admission ticket. 
n Read both sides of your admission ticket carefully. 
n Your registered test date and test option are listed at the top of your admission ticket.
n If you need to make any changes, call ACT Student Services as soon as possible. 
n If you have not received your admission ticket or you need to request a duplicate, contact
ACT Student Services by phone no later than 8:00 p.m. central time on the Friday prior to
your test date.

ACT STUDENT WEB ACCOUNT
n Students who are 13 years or older can make changes to their registration and print 
their admission ticket online. To do so, go to www.actstudent.org and establish a free 
ACT student web account.

n Due to Internet privacy laws, students 12 years or younger cannot establish an ACT web
account, even if their parents assist them. For assistance with registration changes or a
new admission ticket, call ACT Student Services.
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PREPARING FOR THE ACT
n Talent search agencies do not recommend students take part in excessive test
preparation. 

n It is sufficient to be familiar with the structure of the test and general test-taking tips
(such as guessing strategies). 

n You can download a copy of Preparing for the ACT from www.actstudent.org. 

CALCULATORS
The ACT calculator policy is designed to ensure fairness for all examinees, avoid
disturbances in the testing room, and protect the security of the test materials.

n A permitted calculator may be used on the ACT mathematics test only.
n It is your responsibility to know whether your calculator is permitted.

For a complete description of the ACT calculator policy, visit www.actstudent.org or 
call 800.498.6481 for a recorded message.

TEST DAY
Report to your assigned test center by 8:00 a.m. You will not be admitted to test if you 
are late.

Take the following items to the test center:
1. admission ticket
2. acceptable form of identification
3. sharpened, soft-lead No. 2 pencils and

good erasers (no mechanical pencils or
ink pens)

4. a watch to pace yourself (make sure
alarms are turned off)

5. snacks or drinks to eat outside the test
room during break

6. a permitted calculator (if you choose)

You may NOT take any of the following
items into the test room:
n books, dictionaries, notes, scratch paper,
or other aids

n colored pens, pencils, or correction fluid
n any electronic device other than a
permitted calculator

n reading material
n tobacco in any form

AT THE TEST CENTER
n Testing staff will check your admission ticket and identification, admit you to the test
room, direct you to your seat, and provide test materials.

n Testing begins after all examinees present at 8:00 a.m. are checked in and seated. 
n A break is scheduled after the first two tests. 

NOTE TO PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AND SCHOOL PERSONNEL
Testing regulations require that only those individuals actually taking or administering the
ACT be allowed at the test center. Parents, guardians, and teachers should make
arrangements to meet their students AFTER the test. You are not allowed to enter the
test room or the testing area, observe, bring food, or otherwise contact the participants
during testing or the break. Thank you for your cooperation.
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MAKING CHANGES TO YOUR REGISTRATION
To make changes to your ACT registration:

1. Call ACT Student Services before the late registration deadline for the test date.
2. Have a valid credit card available. (Your parent or guardian can help you.)
Note: Registration and service fees are nonrefundable.

n Test Center Change for the Same Test Date ............................................................ $25.00
If your preferred test center has space available for your test option, you will be assigned
there and charged a Test Center Change fee.

n Test Date Change or Absent on Test Day ................................................................... $25.00
If you decide not to test or you miss the test date for any reason, you may request to test
on a different test date and pay the Test Date Change fee. 

n Late Registration ...................................................................................................................... $27.50
If you call to make a test date change during the late registration period, you will be
charged a Late Registration fee plus a Test Date Change fee.

SCORE REPORTING SCHEDULE
n Reports for the ACT (no writing) are normally mailed 3–8 weeks after the test date.
n Reports for the ACT with writing are normally mailed 5–8 weeks after the test date.
n Your score report will be mailed to the address you provided when you registered.

WEATHER PROBLEMS ON TEST DAY
n In the event of inclement weather, listen to your local radio or TV station for
announcements about the status of your test center. 

n ACT will post reschedule information on www.actstudent.org.



®

 

(continued on next page)
4



(continued on next page)
5



o

o

(continued on next page)
6



7



8

HOW TO CONTACT ACT
ACT Student Services .................................................................................................... 319.337.1270
(Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. central time)

n Lost or delayed admission ticket
n Test center change (for same test date)
n Test option change
n Test date change (if absent on original date)
n Questions concerning score reports
(Please allow 3–8 weeks after the test date to receive score reports)

ACT Accommodations.....................................................................................................319.337.1332

n Special Testing (at school; not at a test center)
Students with diagnosed disabilities who cannot test at a national test center

n National Extended Time (50% time extension)
Students who can test at a national test center and require a 50% time extension

n National Standard Time with Accommodations
Students who can test at a test center under standard time and require accommodations

ACT TEST DATES AND DEADLINES 2016–2017
Note: This information is specific to ACT. 

Dates and deadlines for your talent search may differ. 

TEST DATE REGISTRATION DEADLINES

Regular Deadline Late Fee Required

September 10, 2016 August 5 August 6–19

October 22, 2016 September 16 September 17–30

December 10, 2016 November 4 November 5–18

February 11, 2017* January 13 January 14–20

April 8, 2017 March 3 March 4–17

June 10, 2017 May 5 May 6–19

*No test centers are scheduled in New York for the February test date.

ACT Privacy Policy can be found at www.act.org/privacy.html. If you have any
questions or comments about this Privacy Policy or your Personal Information, you 
may contact us at: ACT, Inc., 500 ACT Drive, PO Box 168, Iowa City, Iowa 52243-0168.
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